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Executive Summary

The Butte Countywide Homeless Continuum of Care conducted its seventh Point-In-
Time Homeless Census and Survey on January 30, 2013. Over 100 volunteers
collected survey data at designated sites around Butte County. The effort yielded
1,221 surveys, which contained information about 1,553 total individuals who were
experiencing homelessness in Butte County, CA on the day of the census. This
represents a 12% decrease from the number of homeless individuals surveyed during
the census in 2011. Stakeholders believe the reason for this decrease in the number
of persons surveyed is the result of funding cuts and dwindling resources, which led
to key agency staff being unavailable for outreach, particularly to people who were
sharing the housing of family or friends. Another reason for the decrease may be
because the economy has improved and the unemployment rate has dropped
significantly since 2011. The 2013 results for most survey questions were similar to
the results from the 2011 survey. There was an increase in the number of children
reported, a decrease in the number of persons reporting sharing housing, and a
decrease in the number of people reporting unemployment or financial problems as
the reason they were experiencing homelessness. The rates of unsheltered persons
and chronic homelessness increased.

Some notable results from the 2013 survey are as follows:

e 17% of the homeless respondents reported having children — a 22% increase
Jfrom the number of children reported in 2011.

® 26% were sharing the housing of family and friends — a 29% decrease from
2011.

e 37% reported “employment/ financial reasons” as the cause of homelessness
—a 22% decrease from 201 1.

e 55% reported “no job or income” as a barrier to housing — a 27% decrease
from 2011.

® Most frequently reported type of living situation reported was unsheltered
(living outdoors) at 31%.

63% reported having lived in Butte County for five years or longer.

35% were “chronically homeless”.

29% reported having some college level education.

23% reported having a pet.

12% reported military service.

32% reported having a physical disability.

23% reported having a mental illness.

3% reported being under Post-Release Community Supervision (AB 109)

The Butte Countywide Homeless Continuum of Care is a collaborative planning and
networking group made up of Butte County local homeless services organizations and
interested individuals. Established in 2003, the Continuum of Care works to identify
the county’s homeless populations, facilitate the coordinated provision of services to
the homeless, identify gaps in services, and seek additional resources in addressing
unmet need and insufficient services.
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Overview

On January 30, 2013 the Butte County, California Homeless Continuum of Care
(CoC) conducted a “point-in-time” homeless census and survey. This effort yielded
surveys containing information about 1,553 persons.

Approximately 221,000 people live in Butte County, California. Butte’s southern
border is located about 50 miles north of Sacramento. The total area of the county is
1,639 square miles. Most of this land area is sparsely populated, at an average of 124
people per square mile. There are four main population centers located around the
county. These are the Cities of Oroville and Gridley in the south and the City of
Chico and Town of Paradise in the north. The City of Chico is home to around
87,000 residents, with an urban area estimated to be about 105,000. Chico is the
metropolitan center of the county and, as expected, most of the county’s services
available to the homeless are located there. The greater Oroville area is home to
about 30,000 people and the Town of Paradise is home to about 27,000 people. There
are approximately 6,500 persons living in the City of Gridley and 1,800 living in the
neighboring City of Biggs. The remainder of Butte’s population is spread out around
other rural areas. Chico is the only population cluster in Butte County that falls under
the U.S. Census classification of urban. (U.S. Census Bureau).

Methods

A sub-committee of the Butte CoC developed survey that sought information both
required by HUD and designed for local purposes. The survey instrument asked for
responses about age, gender, race/ethnicity, family make-up, military service, type
and length of homelessness, disability and substance abuse, chronic homelessness,
type, length, and frequency of homelessness, cause of homelessness, jail/prison and
probation/parole, work and income, and education level. A unique identifier was
created for each survey respondent in order to avoid duplication.

Over 150 volunteers were trained and went out in teams on January 30, 2013 between
6 AM and 6 PM to survey and/or tally homeless people at key locations. Some of the
locations included shelters, churches, parks, riverbanks, bridges, welfare offices,
libraries, recycling centers, drop-in centers, and family resource centers.
Coordinators relied on the staff persons working in agencies providing services to
homeless and low income people to help with the outreach efforts. Each individual
who completed a survey was given resource information and a grocery card as a
thank-you for participating. The intention of this count was to capture a snapshot of
how many people were homeless in Butte County on that one day. The surveys were

collected and entered into the CoC’s Homeless Management Information System
(HMIS).
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Results

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

Perc

Gridley Oroville Paradise

The geographic locations where the 2013 homeless surveys were taken generally
align with the overall population distribution of the county, with some notable
differences. The Oroville area is home to around 13% of the county’s residents, yet
37% of the homeless surveys were collected there. While the Town of Paradise
comprises 12% of the county’s population, only 6% of the total homeless surveys
were taken there. Only 1% of the surveys were collected in “other” rural areas of the
county, likely due to the challenge in locating people in communities that are rural
and offer limited social services. '
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GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: 2010, 2011 & 2013
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AGE AND FAMILY MAKE-UP

19% 17% 12% 6% 29% 17%

54% 75% - 50% 33% 65%

18% 29% 13% 44% 38% 18%
Total Adults

v Children_ 804 65 -579 16 89 1553
Unaccompanied = 7 0 76 2 6 32

Youth (age 17

or under)
IIPercentage 1% 0% 3% 13% 7% 2%
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# Children

# Adults in Families

® Single Adults

The family make-up was similar in the communities of Chico and Oroville,
consistently showing that the majority of homeless individuals counted were single
adults. This was particularly true in Oroville, where 75% of the respondents surveyed
were single adults. In Gridley just under half of the survey respondents were families
or children. In contrast, the majority of survey respondents from Paradise were
children or in families.

The total number of children reflected in the survey results is 22% higher than the
number of children counted in 2011. Even with this significant increase to 264
children, the number of children reported overall may still be low, considering that
the Butte County Office of Education has collected data from 2005-2012 which
reflect between 400-600 school aged children experiencing homelessness in Butte
throughout one academic year. One reason for this discrepancy could be the
difference in methodology (i.e. point-in-time versus year long data collection); other
reasons could be the difference between the HUD and Department of Education
definitions of homelessness and/or the unwillingness of survey respondents to share
information about their children because of fear of child welfare involvement or
similar reasons.

About 2% of the total persons surveyed were “unaccompanied youth” or minors
living out of the physical custody of a parent or guardian. This is the same rate of
unaccompanied youth as 2011. This may be an underrepresentation of this
population, considering that over 100 unaccompanied youth have been identified in
county schools in recent years.
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AGE DISTRIBUTION
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The age distribution among survey respondents indicates that most of Butte’s
homeless individuals are adults between the ages of 25-54. Two notable differences
in age distribution are: 1) the Paradise area survey respondents reported a higher rate
of young children (0-12). 2) the Gridley area survey respondents and those in other
rural areas fell into the transitional age youth category of 18-24 at a higher rate than
the other communities. :
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GENDER

m Male

# Female

= Other

Chico Gridley Oroville Paradise

Of the overall countywide survey respondents, 63% were male, 36% were female,
and 1% reported gender as other. This finding is consistent with national estimates of
gender frequencies among homeless populations. A significant difference seen here
is that the Paradise area collected surveys from female respondents at a higher rate
than in the other communities.
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RACE/ ETHNICITY
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@Hispanic/ Latino

ORefused

#Unknown

0O Other Multi-Racial

®White

B Native Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander

@ Black/ African
American

OAsian

B American Indian/
Alaskan Native

When asked about race, 70% of Butte survey respondents answered White, 4%
answered Black/African American, 1% answered Asian, Less than 1% answered
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, 6% answered American Indian, and 15%
answered Other Multi-racial. When asked about ethnicity, 13% of Butte survey
respondents answered Hispanic. According to U.S. Census data, Butte County is
87% White, 1.8% Black, 14.7% Hispanic, 4.4% Asian, and 2.3% American Indian
(U.S. Census Bureau).

The survey results indicate that the homeless population in Butte is disproportionally
made up of people of color, which fits with other research findings about the “new
homeless”. The American Indian and Black/ African American homeless population
is significantly larger than would be expected based on the general population census
data. The data also reflects a lower rate of Asian respondents than expected. One
reason for this could be because there were no surveys translated into Hmong or other
Asian languages, which are spoken in many homes in Butte County. Another reason
could be that these groups may choose to share housing for cultural rather than
strictly economic reasons and may not self-identify as homeless.
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