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Butte County Continuum of Care 
   All Member Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 19, 2025 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM  
In Person Meeting Hosted by: Butte County Employment & Social Services 

 

 

  

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: OTHER ATTENDEES: 
Amber Abney-Bass, Jesus Center Charles Withuhn, NSST 
Angel Calderon, City of Gridley Debbie Villasenor, Housing Consultant 
Angie Little, HACB Allan Dikes, Oroville Resource Center 
Ann Winters, Catalyst Kate Wardrip, LSNC 
Brad Brunner, Caminar Tiffany Rowe, DESS 
Erin Murray, DESS Sandy Alexander, VA 
Josh Indar, BCOE Shelly Storkan, BCDBH 
MaryJo Alonzo, City of Chico Lisa Torres, OSCIA 
Matthew McCoy, DESS VSO Christine Bonilla 
Tami Ritter, BC Board of Supervisors Wendy Lo, DESS 
Tracy Johnstone, City of Oroville Sherry Morgado, Housing Tools 
 Jay Coughlin, DESS 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Nicole Engasser, DESS 
Anastacia Snyder, Catalyst Phil Wysocki, True North 
Brittnie Paxman Hilary Crosby, Safe Space 
Heidi Lange, Town of Paradise Allison Gonzalez, Home and Healthcare Management 
Jennifer Macarthy, City of Chico Elisa Rawlinson, DESS 
Jennifer Zellers, Youth for Change Trinity Conway, True North 
Josh Jamison, Oroville Hope Center Brittiney Norman, True North 
Sarah Frohock, BCDBH Dulcemaria Sanchez, DESS 
 Kevin Thompson, OSCIA 
CoC Coordinator: Leslie Heino, CHAT 
Erin Murray, DESS Shelly Watson, Jesus Center 
 Daniela Guthrie, Jordan Crossing 
Recording: Bill Speer, Jordan Crossing 
DESS Housing & Homeless Sarah Graham, CHAT 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

1. CONVENE MEETING AND ESTABLISH QUORUM 
 
The meeting was called to order by A. Abney-Bass, Chairperson at 1:06pm. Roll call of the council members was 
conducted and a quorum established. The meeting was facilitated by Amber Abney-Bass and occurred in person at 
Butte County Department of Employment and Social Services office in Chico.    
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – ACTION 
 

A motion was made to approve the meeting minutes for March 10, 2025 and April 21, 2025. 
 

a. March 10, 2025 – CoC Meeting Minutes  
 
Motion: Tami Ritter 
Second: MaryJo Alonzo 
Opposed: None 
Abstained: Ann Winters, Matthew McCoy, Tracy Johnstone 

 
b. April 21, 2025 – CoC Meeting Minutes  

 
Motion: Brad Brunner 
Second: MaryJo Alonzo 
Opposed: None 
Abstained: Matthew McCoy, Tracy Johnstone 

 
3. 2025 POINT IN TIME EXECUTIVE SUMMARY – INFORMATION/ACTION 

Presenting:  Erin Murray 
 
E. Murray, DESS, presented the 2025 Point in Time (PIT) Executive Summary for information and for Council 
approval. E. Murray provided an overview of the Executive Summary and stated that it is intended to share 2025 
PIT results as well as an overview of the local landscape. Next, E. Murray provided an overview of what the PIT 
captures and what it does not capture as well as the difference between the sheltered and unsheltered counts that 
occur simultaneously every two years. E. Murray provided a brief overview of the following sections: 

 
• Community Insights – an overview of what occurred between the 2023 and 2025 PITs and current 

housing costs compared to average income. 
• PIT Census Count – a remainder about PIT limitations, overall count of persons experiencing 

homelessness on the night of January 28, 2025. 
• Household Makeup – a count of households consisting of only adults, at least one adult and one child, or 

only children. 
• Demographics – an overview of the report age, gender identity, sexual orientation, and race and ethnicity 

of PIT respondents. 
• Nighttime Habitation – an overview of how many respondents were sheltered or unsheltered and their 

specific locations, i.e., transitional housing, emergency housing, encampments, etc. 
• Income and Housing – an overview of the income level of each household as well as the income source. 
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• Residency – how long the respondent has lived in Butte County and whether or not they were residing in 
Butte County when they became homeless. 

• Chronic Homelessness – a count of how many respondents are experiencing chronic homelessness and 
the length of time each respondent has spent homeless. 

• Disabling Conditions – the prevalence of substance use, chronic health conditions, mental health 
conditions, physical disabilities, developmental disabilities, and HIV/AIDS in those surveyed. The section 
also captures how many respondents reported that these conditions impact their ability to hold a job or 
live independently. 

• Domestic Violence – an overview of how many respondents lost housing due to domestic violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking as well as how many have ever experienced domestic violence. 

• Education – an overview of the highest level of education attained by respondents. 
• First Time Homelessness – an overview of how many respondents reported that they are currently 

experiencing homelessness for the first time. 
• Justice Involvement – a count of how many respondents reported being on probation or parole and 

whether or not they exited custody into homelessness. 
• Veterans – an overview of how many respondents reported being veterans. 
• Youth – the age range, location, household type, chronic homelessness, and causes of homelessness for 

youth respondents. 
• Causes of Homelessness – an overview of respondents’ reported causes of homelessness. 
• Barriers to Permanent Housing – an overview of respondents’ reported barriers to housing. 
• Next Steps – an overview of respondents’ preferred housing options, service needs, and reasoning for not 

using emergency shelters.  
 

In conclusion, E. Murray summarized that the results are not a surprise and are consistent with data collected 
through Homeless Management Information System (HMIS). Also, the data shows that existing programs are 
effective, but there is a gap in homelessness prevention services leading to an increase in first time homelessness. 
E. Murray thanked all that assisted in the PIT and requested that any additional questions be sent to 
buttecoc@buttecounty.net.  

 
A. Winters asked which programs qualify as transitional housing per HUD’s definition. E. Rawlinson stated the 
definition allows for interim housing up to 24 months. She listed a few local examples and stated that the full list 
could be provided. 

 
J. Indar asked if there is data to compare youth homelessness to previous years. E. Murray stated the data housed 
within the longitudinal study, which will be updated to include 2025 data. 

 
Short discussion was held on the prevalence of first time homelessness, specifically in Chico.  

 
T. Johnstone asked if there is data indicated how many people return to homelessness after securing housing. E. 
Murray stated the information is not captured in the PIT, but is tracked in HMIS. Historically, Butte County data 
shows that 90% of those experiencing homelessness that move to permanent housing maintain their housing. 

 

mailto:buttecoc@buttecounty.net
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A motion was made to accept the Executive Summary with the following additions: clarify the difference between 
the sheltered and unsheltered count, add details regarding Everhart Village’s specific population, reference 
Warren v. Chico settlement, add unit numbers and populations to the affordable housing referenced in the Income 
and Housing Section. 

Motion: Brad Brunner 
Second: Josh Indar 
Opposed: None 
Abstained: None 

 
4. APPOINT COUNCILMEMBER: FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS - ACTION 

 
E. Rawlinson announced the need to fill a vacant Council Member Seat. E. Rawlinson, stated the Faith-Based 
Organizations seat was vacant as of April 15, 2025. Nominations for the position were solicited on April 21, 2025 
with a due date of May 9, 2025. 
 
There was 1 individual nominated, Council had the option to vote electronically via SurveyMonkey or with paper 
ballots. All votes cast were sent to E. Rawlinson to be tallied. 
 
Votes were tallied, Allan Dikes was appointed to Council for a term ending December 31, 2027. 
 

5. GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE – ACTION 
Governance Charter 
 
E. Murray presented the proposed changes to the Governance Charter as attached in the agenda packet. The 
changes are as follows: 

• Requiring membership attendance of a minimum of 4 meetings per year 
• Requiring Council attendance of a minimum of 75% of regular meetings 
• Removal of dedicated Coalition seats on Council 
• Clarifying quorum 

 
T. Ritter recommended the verbiage for quorum be reworked as it is still confusing. M. Alonzo agreed that the 
phrasing is confusing, however the section still needs to be clarified. E. Murray stated that the identified process is 
what the CoC has utilizing for a long time and that the Governance Committee can continue working on the 
verbiage. 

 
D. Villasenor asked is this change to membership attendance so that membership will be required to participate. 
E. Murray said yes that is the intent. D. Villasenor said if you look at the last 10 years you want to incentivize 
people to participate, not to de-incentivize participation.  B. Brunner said he doesn’t see participation at a 
minimum of 4 meetings in a year a high barrier to be considered an active member. D. Villasenor said that with 
disasters and responding to crises, it may be a barrier. M. Alonzo said it is a valid point, but we do list our 12 
meeting for the year in January, and we rely on everyone to add their voice to the Continuum. A. Abney-Bass said 
that attendance at 4 of 12 meetings a year is reasonable. D. Villasenor suggested that a possible exception be 
added for when emergencies occur in our community. E. Rawlinson said that when an emergency happens in our 



Butte Countywide Homeless Continuum of Care  
Council Member Meeting Minutes  
May 19, 2025 
Butte County Employment and Social Services 
P a g e  | 5 
 

   

community, there are often more short term, and when they are longer term the CoC has pivoted. E. Murray said 
we currently have it written as attendance of 4 meetings a year, however, it could be changed to state 25% of 
regular meetings. 

 
E. Murray said she would like to ask for a motion, removing the changes to the quorum section and changing the 
verbiage for membership attendance from 4 meetings per year to 25% of regular meetings.   

 
Motion: Tami Ritter 
Second: Ann Winters 
Oppose: None 
Abstain: None 

 
 All membership vote was tallied via paper ballots, the item passed unanimously with noted changes. 

 
6. 10-YEAR STRATEGY TO END HOMELESSNESS & HOMELESS, HOUSING ASSISTANCE AND 

PREVENTION ROUND 6 – INFORMATION 
Presenting: Sherry Morgado, Housing Tools 
 
S. Morgado provided an overview of the 10-Year Strategy to end Homelessness as developed in 2014 and the 
Addendum in 2018. At the time the CoC recognized that that funding comes and goes and developed the 10-Year 
Strategy as a recipe book of solutions that the community. In 2018, the Addendum was made to meet the 
requirements of No Place Like Home funding that became available for the community. 
 
With Homeless Housing, Assistance and Prevention (HHAP) 5 and HHAP 6, the State has developed the 
Regionally Coordinated Homelessness Action Plans (RCHAP) that must be completed for funding. S. Morgado 
went over that the differences are between the 10-Year Strategy and the RCHAP. S. Morgado said we want to 
leverage these two items as we develop them, so we can utilize the information obtained for the CoC initiated 10-
Year Strategy to inform the RCHAP required for HHAP 6. S. Morgado provided membership with a QR code and 
link to a survey requesting input on priorities. 
 
S. Morgado said that she is going over the 2014 10-Year Strategy, 2018 Addendum, and HHAP 5 RCHAP to see 
where there is overlap. Housing Tools will be conducting geographic research, holding focus groups, meeting 
with the CoC to summarize the research and get input into updated goals and objectives, and presenting the 
updated strategy for review and adoption in Fall 2025. 
 
E. Murray reiterated that some of the information needed for the HHAP 6 RCHAP will be taken from the results 
of the 10-Year Strategy information. The RCHAP is incredibly complex, more so than HHAP 5. For example, the 
process includes identifying the cost of all interim shelters and what the funding sources are and identifying every 
encampment. Keep an eye out for emails requesting help with information needed for both HHAP 6 and the 10-
Year Strategy in the upcoming months. 
 
D. Villasenor said the group had read lots of other 10-year reports that sat on shelves and really had a goal to 
make this a working document that didn’t sit on the shelf. 
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T. Ritter asked what was the original intent of what community action encompassed. S. Morgado said the intent 
was to determine where to mobilize the community and to message the community on how to engage in 
homelessness. T. Ritter asked will we be keeping those goals as we head into this update. S. Morgado said they 
may change as input is gathered. A. Abney-Bass said when we started to put this together is when we started to 
see some of the things like sit and stay ordinances being put in place. S. Morgado said it was a snap shot of what 
was going on at that time with homelessness. 
 

7. LEAD AGENCY, COLLABORATIVE APPLICANT, ADMINISTRATIVE ENTITY UPDATES – 
INFORMATION 

 
E. Murray announced that the HUD portal is officially open to submit PIT/HIC data. Once it is submitted, it will 
be shared with the CoC. E. Murray also stated that the HHAP 5 RFP process is still ongoing, with the review 
panel meeting this week. Last, E. Murray announced that she accepted the role as Deputy Director of Housing & 
Homeless with DESS and that W. Lo will be the new CoC Coordinator. 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS – INFORMATION 
 
Governance Committee – E. Murray stated the committee will continue to work on clarifying the definition of 
quorum in the Governance Charter. The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 28 at 1pm.  
 
HMIS/CES Committee – E. Rawlinson stated that the group is working on the data quality plan for the CoC and 
continues to meet monthly. 
 
Households with Children – T. Ritter said the group met and will be meeting again on June 3 at 1pm.  
 
Chronic Homelessness – S. Storkan stated the next meeting is this Wednesday at 1pm. Contact S. Storkan with 
questions. 
 
PIT Committee – Not currently meeting. 
 
Equity Committee – B. Norman stated that the committee will be meeting this Wednesday at 1pm and all are 
invited to attend.  
 
Youth Homelessness – J. Indar states the committee continues to meet the second Wednesday of the month at 
1pm.  There haven’t been a lot of attendees and the committee is looking for new members.  

Veterans – M. McCoy stated that the committee met May 7th and discussed the Standdown. Vectors is conducting 
a fundraiser June 21st. The next committee meeting June 18th at 2pm. 

 
9. COALITION AND JURISDICTION REPORTS/UPDATES - INFORMATION 

 
Butte County Board of Supervisors – Supervisor Ritter reminded everyone that the Behavioral Health Advisory 
Board meets the third Wednesday of every other month works on the Master Plan for Aging with Passages. 
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 Greater Oroville Homeless Coalition – None 
 

City of Chico – M. Alonzo stated that the City’s Five-Year Plan is posted and is open for comment. After the 
comment period closes, the Plan will be submitted to HUD. M. Alonzo also stated that the City has a low-cost 
service guide available on their website and a listing of developments. If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact her. 
 
City of Oroville – T. Johnstone stated that the City is anticipating the opening of Mission Esperanza very soon, 
and the groundbreaking for Lincoln Senior Apartments soon as well. 

 
 Town of Paradise – None 
 

City of Gridley – A. Calderon stated that the City is working on a project with Behavioral Health targeting suicide 
prevention as Butte County has one of the highest rates in the State. 
 

10. ANNOUCEMENTS:  
 

C. Withuhn announced the North State Shelter Team is receiving 200 mattress toppers, if you need any, please 
reach out to him. 
 
A. Dikes announced that PG&E is finishing the trenching at Mission Esperanza and that the site is expected to be 
open the first week in July. 
 

11. NEXT MEETING – MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2025: COUNCIL MEMBER MEETING 
Butte County Department of Employment & Social Services – Virtual Meeting  
 

12. ADJOURN 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:54pm.  
 


